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How do I stay safe online?
Island Saver introduces your child to some of the ways they  
can protect themselves and their identities when going online. 
They will begin to understand the importance of setting strong 
passcodes as a way of verifying their identity when purchasing 
goods from Pigby’s store and when using other banking 
services throughout the game.
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A fun and educational game brought to you by

Password protection
Help your child understand the importance of 
setting strong passwords and PIN numbers by 
explaining that in the wrong hands, personal 
information can be used to impersonate you so 
that someone else can access your bank 
account and money. Discuss the possible 
consequences of this happening and how this 
might make them feel. 

A fun and educational game brought to you by

Choosing a strong passcode
At the beginning of Island Saver your child will be asked to set a passcode – this will 
be used to confirm their identity throughout the game. Explain that the passcode 
in Island Saver is similar to having a PIN in real life, which allows you to withdraw 
money from a cash machine or to use chip and PIN services. Together think of 
some passcodes that your child could use in the game – they should be difficult for 
others to guess and also memorable to them so that they don’t forget it.

Remind them that they 
should not share 
passwords or account 
details with anyone they 
do not trust and 
shouldn’t write them 
down as this might put 
their account at risk.

Safety first
Island Saver illustrates the measures that banks put in 
place to protect everyone’s personal details and while we 
do not want to worry young people, having an awareness 
of the consequences of identity fraud is important. 
Encourage them to always share their concerns with you if 
they ever feel that they may have made a mistake online or 
are worried about sharing information.

A fun and educational game brought to you by

Security check passcode
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How do I stay  
safe online?

Ways to keep  
your money safe 

Help your child 
develop habits to  

keep them safe with 
these activities.

Scam Busters
Help Liam and his 

family decide if they’re 
being scammed.

Why not try another 
MoneySense activity?

mymoneysense.com

Tell a teacher! 
Why not get your child’s school to sign up to the MoneySense programme online? 

There is a wealth of resources for teachers to use in the classroom, including 

workshops, activity sheets, quizzes and videos. All resources are linked to the 

National Curriculum and accredited by Young Money.

Keeping money safe

Money activities
8-12
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Online shopping tipsThe best advice for children of any age is not to buy anything 

online without an adult present. Up to a certain age, they won’t 

have the means, i.e. a bank card, to do so, although accounts 

for children over 11 years old often include debit cards. 

Therefore, advice on online shopping and security is essential. 10 key points to bear in mind:
1.  Only shop on the websites of well-known and trusted 

retailers – most high-street shops have an online store.

2.  Beware of misspelled names in the address bar.
3.  If an offer seems too good to be true, it probably is.

4.  Don’t click through from unsolicited links in emails. If you’re  

sent an offer, check it out on the main page, or call the shop.

5.  Does the payment page have security encryption? Look for a  

padlock in the address bar and check that the address starts with  

https:// (instead of http://).6.  Don’t shop online using a public computer, or anywhere you could  

be seen inputting your personal or card details. 
7.  Use strong passwords that contain a combination of numbers, letters  

and special symbols.8.  Don’t give away personal information, such as birthdays, parents’ names, etc.  

Online stores don’t need such information.
9.  Check bank transactions regularly online to make sure 

you recognise all the outgoings – don’t wait for your 

monthly statement in the post.10.  Install security software on all your computers.

Keeping money safeMoney activities
8-12

Losing money – at any age – is a horrible feeling, so here 

are a few ways to help keep your child’s money safe.
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Insuring –  

peace of mind

Replacing items through 

insurance isn’t ‘free’, as many 

children think – this protection comes at a 

monthly premium cost, as well as a one-off 

‘excess’. Discuss the option of keeping a few 

pounds every month from their allowance 

to cover the excess payment should they 

lose or damage their mobile or laptop. If this 

doesn’t happen once the excess amount is 

reached, they can stop paying.

Out of reach

The earlier you can encourage your 

child to start using a bank account, 

the better, for many reasons. 

Hopefully they will realise that 

carrying a lot of cash around has 

risks – both the danger of losing it, 

and the temptation to spend it! Seeing 

a statement, with regular deposits 

rather than withdrawals, and a 

growing sum, is also a good incentive 

to carry on saving. Plus, of course, 

they receive interest.

Don’t flash the cash

Using a wallet or purse to carry your money may seem an obvious suggestion 

to an adult, but not necessarily to a child. Boys in particular often stuff money 

into jeans pockets, where change can fall out when they sit down or notes fly 

out as they reach in for their mobile phone. Buying your child a wallet or purse 

will also show that you consider them to be more grown up.

Better safe  

than sorry
It’s not pleasant to have to 

teach a child that there are 

dishonest people out there. But, 

unfortunately, it is a necessary 

lesson and should be handled 

with care, so as not to scare 

your child. The best approach 

is to check with them that their 

money is in a safe place before 

you go out somewhere, and  

to double check that 

it is put away after 

they have bought 

something.

Island Saver encourages your child to buy items from Pigby’s store, giving 
them lots of opportunities to spend coins on things they need to help them 
progress through the game. In reality it won’t be too long before your child 
is shopping online, so now might be a good time to let them use Island 
Saver to help them practice safely. 

Spending online
If you shop online, next time you purchase something let your child observe you 
and talk them through how the process works – from deciding how best to pay to 
receiving purchase confirmation. Here are some ways to identify a secure site:
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Green secure lock

Padlock symbol: There should be a 
padlock in the address bar next to the 
website address.
Website address: This should start with 
https:// – the ‘s’ stands for secure.
Green address bar: When a browser 
has an extended validation certificate 
that proves it’s secure, the address bar 
will turn green.
Valid certificate: If you click the  
padlock symbol or just to the left of the 
address bar, you should see information 
on the site certificate. This should tell 
you who has registered the site. If you 
get a warning about a certificate, avoid 
the website.
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Step outside the game
Brief your child to design a ‘top 3 tips’  
poster for the Savvy Islands explaining  
how to stay safe online. Encourage them  
to include pictures of their favourite Island 
Saver characters too. When you’re next 
purchasing an item online, ask them to  
point out all the security features  
that protect you online.
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Green secure lock


